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PRESS RELEASE

Mert Oztekin
Everything that has already fallen

Merdiven Art Space

05 November — 28 November 2026

Everything that has already fallen by Mert Oztekin will be on view at Merdiven Art Space from
November 5 to 28, 2026. The exhibition is realized in collaboration with Oktem Aykut. The
opening reception will take place on Thursday, November 5th, at 6 pm.

Everything that has already fallen is an invitation to contemplate a state of perpetual
becoming - via marks and images that sprawl, disperse, and reconverge. Images that fluctuate
between contrasting emotions open a door to a world that is at times solemn and dark, at
times light and almost tangible. The flow of the line, the dissolution of colour and
disintegration of form remind us that an image exists not only through what it represents, but
also through the ways it is made and unmade.

A figure, a face or an object — all give the impression that they may vanish into thin air,
disappear underwater or turn around and walk away in any second. Soft and ephemeral
images emerge as fleeting moments taken from the very fabric of life. It feels as though you
might reach out into the picture and stroke someone's hair, dip your hand into the water, or
feel the breeze from a bird's wings on your face... The medium ceases to be a passive
background that carries the image and contributes to its formation; the dissolution of a line or
the disintegration of a pigment becomes a gesture that completely reorients an image. Each
mark holds within it, fromm the moment of emergence, both its coming into being and its
vanishing.

Even when it remains still, the movement set in motion by the image continues in the mind -
the impression of a face lives on and transforms within us. The mark left on a surface by a
moment can outlast the moment itself, but this does not mean that the image remains
unchanged. Our gaze, our memory, and the manner in which we engage with the images
reshape them each time. A painting continues to live, even after we turn away.

Perhaps painting is a process of searching, losing what one has found, and beginning anew
from somewhere else. Everything that has already fallen follows the images pursued by the
artist — searching for what is found, finding through searching and losing again. These images,
which even Oztekin cannot fully grasp, oscillate somewhere between life and death. As they
leave the studio and enter our lives, the music will at times fade away and at times it will rise
again. The movement between these two edges will remain.

Exhibition on view: Tuesday - Saturday, 11.00 - 18.00
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| often feel as if the paintings are making me.

They alter when | pass through one room to the other;

when | return, they are in a new world,
having opened a space for themselves, quietly.

I have two pairs of glasses:

The first one is negative and menacing.

The gaze festers all;

entropy stirs towards the void and death.

The music vanishes.

The second is filled with love and hysteria.
The heart wishes to open, the glass to shatter.
The music ascends.

What disappears when | pass from one room to another?

What | am unable to see with open eyes—
what advances when | turn away?

For further information and interview requests:

Doga Oktem
doga@oktemaykut.com
+90 (533) 352 0167
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BASIN BULTENI

Mert Oztekin
Halihazirda yere dusmus her sey

Merdiven Art Space

5 Kasim - 28 Kasim 2026

Mert Oztekin'in Halihazirda yere diismtis her seyisimli tek kisilik sergisi 5 - 28 Kasim 2026
tarihlerinde Oktem Aykut isbirligiyle Merdiven Art Space'te gerceklesiyor. Acilis, 5 Kasim
Persembe saat 18.00'de.

Halihazirda yere dismdus her sey, yayilan, dadilan ve yeniden bir araya gelen izler ve imgeler
araciligiyla surekli bir olus halini dusinmeye aciyor. Birbirine zit duygular arasinda gidip gelen
imgeler, kimi zaman karanlik ve adir, kimi zaman hafif ve neredeyse dokunulabilir bir dinyanin
kapisini araliyor. Cizginin akisi, rengin ¢dzulmesi ve bir formun dagdilmasi, gérintinin yalnizca
temsil ettigi seyle degdil, olusma ve kaybolma bicimleriyle de var oldugunu hatirlatiyor.

Bir figur, bir yUz ya da bir nesne, sanki bir sonraki saniyede kaybolacak, suyun altina dalacak ya
da yuzunu gevirip uzaklasacak gibi. Yumusak ve ucucu imgeler, hayatin icinden c¢ekilip alinmis
kisa anlar olarak beliriyor. Resimdeki birinin basini oksamalk, elini suya sokmak ya da ugan bir
kusun kanadindan yayilan rizgari yuzinde hissetmek mUmkinmus gibi... islerin Gretiminde
kullanilan kagit, pastel, murekkep ve suyun birbirine temas ettigi yuzeylerde bu izler yayiliyor,
ayrislyor ve bicim degistiriyor. Malzeme, gérintlyu taslyan edilgen bir zemin olmaktan ¢ikip
onun olusumuna katiliyor; bir cizginin dagilmasi ya da pigmentin ¢dzulmesi, géruntinun
yonunu degistiren bir harekete donUsuyor. Her iz, belirdigi anda hem olusu hem de kaybolusu
tasiyor.

imge sabit kalsa da onda baslayan hareket zihinde sUrUyor; bir yuzun biraktigi duygu bizimle
yasamaya ve donusmeye devam ediyor. Bir anin yUzeyde biraktidi iz, o anin kendisinden daha
uzun 6mMurld olabiliyor; ancak bu, géruntinun degismeden kaldigi anlamina gelmiyor.
Bakisimiz, hatirladiklarimiz ve imgelerle kurdugumuz temas, onlari her seferinde yeniden
bicimlendiriyor. Resmin hayati, biz arkamizi donduigumuzde de devam ediyor.

Belki de resim yapmak, surekli bir seyler aramak, buldugunu yeniden yitirmek ve her seferinde
baska bir yerden baslamaktir. Halihazirda yere dismus her sey, sanatginin bulduklarini
yeniden aradigl, aradikca buldugu ve yeniden kaybettigi imgelerin pesinden gidiyor. Oztekin'in
dahi butunuyle elinde tutamadidi bu imgeler, hayat ile 6lUm arasinda bir yerlerde hareket
halindeler. Atolyeden ¢ikip bizim hayatlarimiza karistiklarinda bazen muzik yok olacak, bazen
de yeniden yUkselecek. Devinim, iki ug arasinda gidip gelmeye devam edecek.

Sergi glnleri: Sali - Cumartesi 11.00 - 18.00
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Cogu zaman resimlerin beni yaptigini hissediyorum.

Ben bir odadan digerine gecerken degisiyorlar;
dondugumde yeni bir dunyada,
kendilerine sessizce bir yer agmis oluyorlar.

iki gézIigam var:

ilki negatif ve dehsetli.

Bakis her seyi ¢curatuayor;

entropi olmaza ve élime dogru ivme kazaniyor.
Muzik yok oluyor.

Ikincisi sevgi ve histeri dolu.

Yurek acilmak, bardak kirllmak istiyor.

Muzik ylkseliyor.

Bir odadan digerine gegerken yitip giden ne?
Acik gozlerle gbremeyecegim;
arkami déndugumde durmadan ¢alisan ne?

Detayl bilgi ve sdylesi talepleri icin lutfen iletisime geciniz:

Doga Oktem
doga@oktemaykut.com
+90 (533) 352 0167
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