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Seda Gazioglu
Do Not Feed the Artist

Merdiven Art Space
1 September —17 October 2026

Seda Gazioglu’'s “Do Not Feed the Artist”
Opens at Merdiven Art Space on 11 September

“Do Not Feed the Artist.” This warning belongs to a system in which the positions
of the watched and the watcher are clearly defined. Authority writes the rule, the
visitor obeys it; the body subject to that decision is never consulted. Gazioglu
reverses this instruction. Here, the warning is issued not to protect the artist, but
in her name and as a threat.

Whatever you give the artist eventually comes back as art. But you no longer get
to decide what form it will take.

The exhibition begins at a threshold the artist describes as “the loss of surrender”:
anticipating judgement before it arrives, rehearsing the response in advance and
constantly positioning oneself eventually cease to be strategies and become
ingrained in one's character.

Migration, motherhood, ambition and a country that keeps shifting the ground
beneath one’s feet feed this reflex. We absorb outside voices so deeply that, after
a while, it becomes difficult to tell which ones are truly our own. Control begins to
look like a means of self-protection. In the end, even surrender itself becomes
something to be managed.

The works are made on old Anatolian carpets that carry the memory of the
ground on which domestic labour, worship and life have unfolded. Gazioglu cuts
the carpets open, intervenes on their surfaces with oil paint and stitches them
back together with brass wire. She hides none of the seams; all remain visible.

What takes place here is not repair. It is an intervention that keeps the wound
visible rather than removing it: a wound forced shut, held together by a suture
harder than the material around it, and not allowed to disappear.

The carpet, the exhibition’s primary material, functions as a kind of surrogate
body. A body that absorbs pressure and returns it in unexpected forms, like a wild
animal whose response cannot be predicted when cornered.

Gazioglu's seventh solo exhibition continues her long-standing research into
surveillance, the internalised gaze and systems that regulate the female body.

4 JOTUN
Exhibition hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 11.00 - 18.00

Merdiven Art Space, Meclis-i Mebusan Cad. No: 31, Murat Han, Floor 1, Findikli, Beyoglu, Istanbul
www.merdivenartspace.com



MERDIV=N

art space
The exhibition offers no promise of healing; wounded bodies are not restored to
their former state.

What is offered is not optimism, but hope.

Optimism says, “It will get better.”
Hope persists even when things do not improve.

The wound is hot healed. It is transformed.

Do Not Feed the Artist is on view at Merdiven Art Space from 11 September to 17
October 2026.

About Seda Gazioglu

Seda Gazioglu (b. 1991, Istanbul) is a contemyporary artist working across painting,
sculpture, installation, video and digital media. She studied at Parsons School of
Design in New York and Central Saint Martins in London. In her practice, she
often reinterprets antigue Anatolian carpets and found objects, creating new
relationships between the cultural memory embedded in these materials and
contemporary experience.

Her work explores the relationship between the individual and the social and
cultural structures that shape them, through concepts of belief, ritual, cognition,
gaze and control. Bringing symbols and behavioural patterns embedded in
everyday life into dialogue with personal experience, Gazioglu makes visible the
systems that operate beneath the surface and the ways in which they shape the
individual.

Website: www.sedagazioglu.com

Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/sedagazioglu/

For further information and interview requests:

Firat Aktas
Art Studio Director
firat@sedagazioglu.com
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BASIN BULTENI

Seda Gazioglu
Sanatciyr Beslemeyiniz

Merdiven Art Space
11 EylUl =17 Ekim 2026

Seda Gazioglu’nun “Sanatcglyl Beslemeyiniz"” Sergisi
11 Eylul’'de Merdiven Art Space’te Acliliyor

“Sanatclyl Beslemeyiniz.” Bu uyari, izlenenle izleyenin yerinin belli oldugu bir
duzene aittir. Otorite yazar, ziyaretci kurala uyar; hakkinda karar verilen bedenin
ise fikri sorulmaz. Gazioglu bu talimati tersine cevirir. Burada uyari, sanatgiyi
korumak icin degil, onun adina ve bir tehdit olarak yapilir.

Sanatclya ne verirseniz, sonunda sanat olarak geri doner. Ama hangi bicimde
donecegdine artik siz karar veremezsiniz.

Sergi, sanatginin “teslimiyetin kaybi” olarak tarif ettigi bir esikten yola ¢ikar: Yargiyi
daha gelmeden hesaplamalk, verilecek tepkiyi dnceden kurmak ve surekli
pozisyon almak, bir noktadan sonra strateji olmaktan c¢ikar ve karaktere yerlesir.

Gog¢, annelik, hirs ve insanin ayaginin altindaki zemini durmadan degistiren bir
Ulke bu refleksi besler. Disaridan gelen sesleri o kadar i¢cimize aliriz ki, bir stre
sonra hangisinin gercekten bize ait oldugunu ayirt etmek zorlasir. Kontrol, kendini
korumanin bir yolu gibi gérinmeye baslar. Sonunda teslimiyetin kendisi bile
yonetilmesi gereken bir olguya donusur.

Eserler, ev ici emegin, ibadetin ve hayatin sUrdugu zeminin hafizasini tasiyan eski
Anadolu halilari Uzerine yapilir. Gazioglu halilar kesip acar, yuzeylerine
yagliboyayla mudahale eder ve piring tellerle yeniden diker. Hicbir dikisi gizlemez;
hepsini gérunur birakir.

Burada yapilan bir onarim degildir. Yarayi ortadan kaldirmak yerine onu goérunur
tutan bir mudahaledir: zorla kapatilmis, cevresindeki malzemeden daha sert bir
dikis ipligiyle bir arada tutulan ve kaybolmasina izin verilmeyen bir yara.

Serginin ana malzemesi olan hali, bir tur vekil beden gibi ¢calisir. Baskiyi icine alan
ve onu beklenmedik bicimlerde geri veren bir beden, tipki kdseye sikisinca ne
yapacagl ongorulemeyen vahsi bir hayvan gibi.

Gazioglu'nun yedinci kisisel sergisi; gozetim, i¢csellestirilmis bakis ve kadin
bedenini duzenleyen sistemler Uzerine uzun suredir sUrdurdugu arastirmayi
devam ettiriyor.

4 JOTUN
Sergi ziyaret saatleri: Sali - Cumartesi, 11.00 - 18.00

Merdiven Art Space, Meclis-i Mebusan Cad. No: 31 Murat Han Kat: 1, Findikli, Beyoglu, istanbul
www.merdivenartspace.com
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Sergi bir iyilesme vaadi sunmuyor; burada yarali bedenler eski haline
déndurudlmuyor.

Sunulan iyimserlik degdil, umut.

lyimserlik “dlzelecek” der.
Umut, duzelmese de devam eder.

Yara iyilestirilmez. Donusturulur.

Sanatcglyr Beslemeyiniz, 11 Eylal — 17 Ekim 2026 tarihleri arasinda Merdiven Art
Space'te ziyaret edilebilir.

Seda Gazioglu Hakkinda

Seda Gazioglu (d. 1991, istanbul), resim, heykel, yerlestirme, video ve dijital medya gibi
farkli mecralar arasinda calisan ¢agdas bir sanatcidir. EQitimini New York'ta Parsons
School of Design ve Londra'da Central Saint Martins'te sUrdurdu. Pratiginde siklikla
antika Anadolu halilari ve buluntu nesneleri yeniden yorumlayarak, bu nesnelerin
tasidigi kulturel hafiza ile gUncel deneyimler arasinda yeni iliskiler kurar.

Calismalari; birey ile onu bicimlendiren toplumsal ve kultlrel yapilar arasindaki iliskiyi,
inang, ritUel, bilis, bakis ve kontrol kavramlari Uzerinden arastirir. Gazioglu, gundelik
hayata yerlesmis sembol ve davranis bicimlerini kisisel deneyimle bir araya getirerek,
gorunmez bicimde isleyen sistemleri ve bunlarin birey Uzerindeki etkilerini gérunur
kilar.

Web sitesi: www.sedagazioglu.com

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sedagazioglu/

Detayl bilgi ve roportaj talepleri igin:

Firat Aktas
Art Studio Director
firat@sedagazioglu.com
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